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Once Upon a Time:

Omaha Children’s Museum 2010 “For the Kids” Benefit 
Raises More Than $275,000
Omaha Children’s Museum’s 2010 “For the Kids” Benefit Once Upon a Time was held on May 1 at the museum, 500 S. 20th Street. The event had a sold out crowd of more than 500 people in attendance and raised more than $275,000 for the museum. 
"We are truly humbled by the outpouring of support for the museum and overwhelming success of the 31st annual For the Kids Benefit," said Lindy Hoyer, Omaha Children’s Museum executive director.

The museum’s Rainbow Connectors Guild plans and presents the benefit each year. This year’s chairpersons from the volunteer group were Denise Fitzgerald, Sarah Kahler and Christine Stevens. Honorary chairpersons were Shirley and Dan Neary. Dan Neary is chairman and chief executive officer of Mutual of Omaha, which served as Royal Sponsor of the event.
The evening featured silent and oral auctions. Highlight items included vacation packages to Colorado, Las Vegas and Orlando, as well as packages from Blue Sushi, Catering Creations and Laurie & Charles. Auctioneer Scott Moore and emcee Malorie Maddox of WOWT led the festivities. 

The Once Upon a Time theme was carried out in every aspect of the event from the fairyland table decorations to the royal candy buffet, costumed story book characters greeting guests and Cinderella’s After-Ball celebration. 
All who attended wore “kingdom chic” attire and enjoyed signature cocktails, including Poisoned Red Apple martini with “Tinkerbell” pixie dust. Dinner by Catering Creations, was a menu of Princess and the Pea Salad, “The Three Little Pigs” entrée consisting of roasted herb and dijon pork tenderloin with a rosemary pork reduction, smoky bacon macaroni and cheese and green beans in a pancetta red pepper butter. Guests enjoyed “Fairy Cakes” from Cupcake Island for dessert.
An additional highlight of the night was the vintage Richman Gordman Zooland animals recently acquired by the museum on display.
Funds raised from the event will be used to sustain the museum’s permanent exhibits as well as its ongoing programs. 

###
About Omaha Children's Museum 
Since its inception in 1976, Omaha Children's Museum has been a special place where children can challenge themselves, discover how the world works and learn through play. The mission of Omaha Children's Museum is to engage the imagination and create excitement about learning. The museum's permanent exhibits include Charlie Campbell Science & Technology Center, Creative Arts Center including the Karen Levin Artist-in-Residence Studio and Imagination Playground. In addition to its permanent exhibits, Omaha Children's Museum offers educational programs, traveling exhibitions, field trips, outreach programs, summer camps and early childhood programs.

For more information visit http://www.ocm.org 
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